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CAMPUS NEWS

..

Sisters Are ·Doing It for ThemsetV¢s·
.
...

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, women
across the United States fought for the right to
vote . In the 1960s, women began marching to
·end gender-based discrjmination.

uwe have
students who
are academically
gifted and those
who are Life
gifted."

.

Today the women's movement balances on t he intersection of gender and identity, said Brenda Risch, Ph.D., assistant professor of women's studies and di.recfor of
the Women's Studies program (WS) at The University of Texas at El Paso.. ·
"In the current struggle for civil rights, many younger women are. defining
· themselves by race, culture, class or ethnicity," Risch said. "The challenge for contemporary feminists is how best to build a cohesive movement that addresses issues
common to all women."
This may be an easier task at UTEP, where cross-cultural interaction among students and faculty is the norm, and where women's studies courses such as "Gender
Issues in the Social Sciences" explore topics unique to the U.S.-Mexico border.
During a time when women's studies programs at some colleges and universities
are falling under the budget-cutter's axe, UTEP's program, like the iconic Rosie the
Riveter, is still going st rong.
Ten new courses were added to the women's studies interdisciplinary curriculum
in 2009-10, and student enrollment in the program, which offers an undergraduate
minor and a graduate certificate, has increased by 100 percent during t he past year.
A new women's studies major is in development, and Iota Iota Iota, t he national
academic honor society for women's and gender studies, established its fir~t UTEP
chapter last year. The Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance at UTEP, created by
Women's Studies, is now an independent campus-based student organization that
works on a variety of feminist and progressive issues, from marriage equity to the
environment.
"We have students who are academically gifted and those who are life gifted,"
Risch said. "They work at City Hall, .they start foundations, t hey become the grade
school teachers and insurance agents and engineers. What I love about women's
studies is that everyone has a place here." ~
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AGuide to the Women's Resource Center
>>
>>
>>
>>

For UTEP STUDENTS who are parents, the Women's Resource Center is a haven on t hose days when
childcare plans go awry. The center's family room is equipped with a changing table, a comfortable
rocking chair and an assortment of children's books.
For the GROUP OF WOMEN ENGAGED IN A LIVELY STUDENT DISCUSSION ABOUT WORKPLACE
RIGHTS, the center is a gathering place where seasoned activists can share t heir experiences with
young women who are just discovering feminism.
For the YOUNG MAN WHO ATTENDED A WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTER TALK ABOUT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE and recognized that he could become a batterer, the center is the wake-up call that led him
to address his problems through counseling.
For LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, QUEER/QUESTIONING AND INTERSEXED MINERS,
the center, home to the Rainbow Miner Initiative, is a source of information about LGBTQI activities
on campus and in the community.

Perhaps the most accurate description of the Women's Resource Center comes from its director, Edit h
Fernandez, Ph.D. "We're about student empowerment," Fernandez said. "Academic success is not
measured solely by the amount of knowledge students acquire; it's also measured by how empowered they feel to use that knowledge in their lives. This is the essence of education."

FOR MORE INFORMATION: STUDENTAFFAIRS.UTEP.EDU
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The team is led by Rodrigo Armijos, Sc.D.
and M.D., associate professor of public health
sciences. He planned to spend much of his
summer break overseeing the research in Quito,
Ecuador, that also involves faculty from UTEP,
the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque,
and the medical school at Central University
of Ecuador in Quito, where Armijos earned his
medical degree.
"We chose Quito because it's very polluted.
You can feel (the pollution). You can see it."
Armijos said. ·:we needed a polluted place to
prove our hypothesis."
Traffic and industry in Quito, the nation's
capital, has created a thick layer of pollutants.
The city's elevation, 10,000 feet above sea
level in the Andes Mountain range, adds to the
cardiovascular problem. The thin air forces residents to take in more breaths to get the same
amount of oxygen. That means they're inhaling
more pollutants more quickly.
Learning which pollutants those are will be
among the study's side jobs. For example, Nick
Pingitore, Ph.D., professor of geological sciences, will research the air's elemental composition, looking for toxic metals such as arsenic
and lead, and the makeup of the dust particles.
The·subjects, and in some cases their
families, are interviewed and tested to create
a baseline from which to build the research.
Among the subjects discussed are food consumption, physical activity and medical history. :The youths also are tested for early signs
of cardiovascular disease with blood draws and
ultrasounds.' ·
The researchers P.artnered with sever<3;l
schools in three dif.ferent lo~etmiddle-class
areas around Quito, which has a population of
about 1.4 million. Tl.ley set up portable air monitoring stations around the"students' schools,
homes. and neighborhoods.
Members of the .Quito team, inclu~ing medical professionals and und~rgrp.dtlate::~rudemts,

check on those stations monthly. The sites,
which are within 10 miles of each other, vary
in their level of pollution from high to low.
The study is important because it's trying
to pinpoint the when and why behind cardiovascular disease, said Marianne Berwick, Ph.D.,
professor and chief of the division of epidemiology and biostatistics at the University of
New Mexico's Center for Health Policy. She has
teamed up with UTEP researchers on several air
pollution and asthma projects.
If the results show that children are
developing cardiovascular disease, the team
can suggest stricter controls on air quality to
improve the subjects' health as they mature.
If the results are negative, the researchers can
reassure the residents by marking off at least
one health problem.
"However, even if the results are negative,
we are gathering other information that may
have an impact on the health of the children in
the city, and that may be useful in the future,"
Berwick said.
The staff in Quito appreciate the work done
by Armijos and his U.S. colleagues, said Edmundo Estevez, M.D., director of the Center for
Biomedicine at the medical campus at Central
University.
"This is part of the innovative contribution that Dr. Armijos makes to Ecuador and
the world," Estevez said. "Observing the facts,
setting their meaning and making visible the
hidden relationships that bind the new discoveries."
Upon completion of his work in Ecuador,
Armijos plans to continue his research around
the El Paso/Juarez region, the most polluted
area along the U.S.-Mexico border because of
traffic, industry and dust storms.
Once both research studies are compiled and
understood, he hopes to create·a more comprehensive dqcument that promotes healthy
lifestyles, especially among children. ~
'·•
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The Office

School may have been out for summer, but
a number of undergraduate and graduate students from The University of Texas at El Paso
continued their education by participating in
internships around the country and overseas.
"Doing an internship makes you more
marketable when you graduate," said George
Barton, Ed_D_, director of UTEP's University
Career Center_ "Recruiters want to see folks
who have experience_"
Getting a job right out of college can be a
catch-22 : employers want to hire people with
experience, but in order to get experience,
candidates have to get a job in their field _An
internship is a way to overcome that dilemma,
Barton said_
"Employers understand when they hire
you as an intern that you don't necessarily
already have experience," he said. "You're
providing a great service to the employer as
welL Students bring energy and enthusiasm
to the workplace, and also the knowledge base
and expertise that they are developing in the
classroom_ Additionally, employers become
partners in the educational process; they are
20
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enhancing our students' educations and the
quality of our graduates."
Internships also are important for exposing students to life in their chosen career
field and opportunities beyond El Paso_ They
can experience other places without making a
lifelong commitment.
"Candidates who do internships are able
to test-drive their careers," Barton said. "It
gives students more specific direction in their
chosen professions, and it helps them find out
early on if they're pursuing the right major_"
Sometimes, internships result in job offers.
"They've demonstrated that they're
valuable candidates and can hit the ground
running," Barton said. "From an employer's
point of view, they have less turnover and
they have happier employees because they're
hiring someone who knows what they're getting into."
Barton said about 500 students register
their internships with the University Career
Center each year, but probably three times
that many complete internships or jobs related
to their field of study.
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Hank Cohen
The fast-paced life Hank Cohen
leads as CEO and Partner in Trifecta
Entertainment & Media, which plays
an increasingly influential role in
the entertainment industry's dynamic indie-syndie segment, seems
far removed from his days at The
University of Texas at El Paso.
Since playing Miner baseball
for his dad, El Paso legend Andy
Cohen, he has risen steadily in
his field, and most would view his
previous position as CEO of huge
and profitable MGM Television as
a pinnacle. But Trifecta, the fully
integrated multi-media development,
production, distribution, sales and
programming company Cohen created
with his ex-MGM management team,
is revolutionizing the marketplace
and promises to be his crowning
achievement.
An unmotivated pre-law student,
Cohen reluctantly answered his dad's
challenge to audition for an El Paso
Playhouse production. Showing up
with sister Marina along for moral
support, he found that the project
was Death of a Salesman, the only
play he'd ever read. Encouraged by
this serendipity, he won a leading
role. From the first rehearsal to the
final curtain, he "enjoyed everything about it." And he knew that
the entertainment world was where
he belonged.
Cohen, the 2001 College of Liberal
Arts Gold Nugget, quickly moved to
the Communication Department's
Radio-TV-Film program. From then
on, college was no longer work; it
was play. In a hurry now to finish
his education and move on, he didn't
do university theater, but after

MikeLoya
earning his bachelor's degree in mass
communication in 1978 he set off to
tour the country in dinner theater
for several very enjoyable years.
The fun of live theater couldn't
last forever, so Cohen went to Burbank, where the connection between
UTEP mentor John Siqueiros and
The Tonight Show producer, El Paso
native and 1970 UTEP Distinguished
Alumnus Rudy Tellez, gained him an
interview at NBC. A bit older by now
than the usual studio page, Cohen
still made the waiting list. When
his turn came, he began a rapid
trajectory: he moved only a short
time later from page staff at NBC to
his first network executive job at
ABC. It was that leap that eventually propelled him to the top of MGM
Television.
With the creative and savvy Cohen at the helm, MGM Television produced and distributed such hit series
as Stargate SG-1 and its spin-offs, as
well as Dead Like Me, Jeremiah, and
the syndicated hit show She Spies.
"Not to be trite," Cohen said, "but
if you find what you love, you'll not
only succeed, but you'll never feel
like you're even working."
UTEP's inclusive, "grounded"
atmosphere laid a solid foundation
for Cohen's endeavors. The security
of acceptance on his own terms
lent resilience when the bumps and
disappointments came. And when he
became President at MGM, he says,
he knew he could either become
what the high-flying television
business expected him to become,
or "stay me." He chose wisely: he
stayed Hank Cohen.

Mike Loya '77 t hrives on competition. Loya heads Vito\ Inc., the
muscular American arm of The Vitol
Group, one of the largest energy
trading companies in the world.
Multibillion-dollar Vitol beats the
competition through the efficiency
and diversity of product and partnerships that are hallmarks of its powerful global presence.
Competitiveness always has been
a factor in Loya's success. "I always
wanted to be the best at what I did...
You're proving yourself to yourself."
It was like that going from El Paso,
where he was raised the oldest of
seven high-achieving siblings in a
first-generation Mexican-American
family, to the Harvard Business
School. And it has been like that
ever since.
His competitive project at present
is the assembly of a first-class electricity trading team. "It's like a pro
team. You try to get the best players,
your stars and your support players.
The challenge is identifying, recruiting and getting t he best of the best
for your team," he said, with all the
enthusiasm of an NBA coach. Early
in his career, the object was to get
ahead, but now "it's more internal:
can I stay on top of the game?"
Loya's game at UTEP was rugby, a
game that rewarded his competitive
drive and a passion he took with him
to Harvard. He continued to play
club rugby as his business career
advanced, in Houston and in London.
"I was good," he said.
He was good at his classes, too,
but it was more than class work that
contributed to his future success.
"We had labs on Friday afternoons,"

he remembers, "and you would go in
and play with messy fluids." The professors were accessible, and students
often joined them off-campus after
lab, developing the ability to relate
well to educated, intelligent people.
"That helps you a lot in life," said
Loya, the 2006 Gold Nugget from the
College of Engineering.
Loya had planned to leave UTEP
after two years to study architecture,
but he stayed for the stimulating mechanical engineering curriculum and
faculty. Business beckoned, however,
as the right fit for his competitive nature. And to be the best, he
decided, he should earn an MBA from
Harvard. The idea of the Ivy League,
distant from UTEP in so many ways,
intimidated him at first, he said, but
"pretty soon I realized I had a very
good education. I had nothing to
be insecure about." He received his
M.B.A. in 1979.
Now, he's interested in seeing that
tomorrow's students have a chance
at a good education, too. With little
time to spend in civic activities
these days, one board he makes room
for is YES Prep, an innovative multicampus charter school initiative in
Houston that, through its rigorous
curriculum and "whatever it takes"
attitude, places 100 percent of its
graduates-95 percent of whom are
Hispanic or African-American-in
four-year colleges.
Above aU, Loya is a believer in
risk-taking. "You may stumble along
the way, but take calculated risks,"
he offered, "and don't overestimate
the downside, or you'll make suboptimal decisions. Don't play it safe.
Take chances."
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jREVOLUCION!
During the administration of Porfirio Diaz
that began in 1876, Mexico underwent much
change. The self-proclaimed president had a vision of his country's future.
In the years leading up·to the revolution,
Diaz's plan was to modernize Mexico's economy,
according to Yolanda Leyva, Ph.D., associate
professor of history at The University of Texas
at El Paso. He invited foreign investment and
began trade deals with the United States and
other cou.n(ries that would help jumpstart the
economy.
"During that time of investment, the things
that became very important were mining and the
railroads," Leyva said.
However, to the disapproval of many of those
opposed to Diaz's top-down approach to progress, the expansion of Mexico's rail network and
industrial operations led to much displacement
of indigenous and working-class people.
"Their villages would be sold from under
them by force," David Romo, UTEP doctoral
student in history, said. "That was the idea of
progress that was very prevalent under the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz."
In his book, Ringside Seat to a Revolution:

An Underground Cultural History ofEl Paso and
Juarez, Romo indi_cates that the revolutionary
leaders, including Francisco Madero, Francisco
"Pancho" Villa and Emi!iano Zapata, were in fact
not anti-modernist, but rather were against the
ways that Diaz had implemented his progressive
ideals.
"It was more l&e the revolutionaries had visions of modernity that didn't include displacement," Romo added. "They wanted direct control
o.f their own communities-their own land."
Madero, who had attended the University
of California at Berkeley, alro pushed for the
modernization of Mexico, but criticized Diaz for
undermining the rights of the working class and
giving special treatment to rich, 'foreign businessmen to spur economic development.
In 1910, he wrote a manifesto, The Plan of San
Luis Potosi, in which he called for Diaz to step
down as president and pointed out his crimes,
inspiring many people in Mexico to join the
revolutionary cause.

FRONT ROW SEATS
After returning from his exile in San Antonio,
Madero recruited Villa to join the fight against
Diaz and begin the resistance in northern
Mexico. In May 1911, the two revolutionary leaders recruited civilians and readied their army to
begin their campaign against the federal army
in Juarez.
Many spectators in El Paso crowded the
banks on the U.S. side of the river to try to catch
a glimpse of history. Hotels and other downtown
buildings sold seats on their roofs for people
to watch the fighting across the border. This,
according to Romo, led to a commoditization of
the war, turning it into a sort of spectator sport.
"There was a lot of profit being made from the
violence," Romo said. "People sold everything
from binoculars and postcards to arms and
weapons."
44
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The fighting lasted three days, with the
revolutionaries capturing Juarez, which forced
Diaz to announce his resignation. However, the
revolution continued as loyalties shifted and new
rivalries were c'reated. Two other battles occurred
in Juarez in 1916 and 1919.
During the decade-long war, many civilians
from Juarez fled to El Paso to escape the violence,
causing an economic, cultural and social transformation within the city.
"There was a huge [economic] boost," Romo
said. "For instance, between 1914 and 1920, there
was an 88 percent rise in bank deposits."
In the commercial sector, The Popular
department store added three more floors to its
three-story downtown building to accommodate
the increased traffic flow, while cinemas started
showing Spanish-language movies to cater to
middle-class refugees.
Politically, the influx became so great that
in 1916, the City ofEl Paso commissioned the
federal government to conduct a special census
to somehow understand the demographic impact
to the city.
"It was the first time [the census] categorized
Mexican-Americans as 'people of Mexican
descent'," Paul Edison, Ph.D., chair of the UTEP
Department of History, said.
By the time the Mexican Revolution officially
ended in 1920, El Paso's population had doubled
due largely to the flood of refugees from Juarez.

out a new location to build hs campus due to the
arrival of th<?usands of troops to Fort Bliss after
Villa's alleged attack in Cqlumbus; N.M., and
a fire that destr9yed the 'School's. main-ouilding. One year later, thanks to'a donation ofland
by the city and civic leaders, the . chool began
construction on 'IYhat would .be the permanent
location of the UTEP campus.

A WALK DOWN MEMORY LANE
As part of the celebration commemorating
the lOOth anniversary of the Mexican Revolution, UTEP, the City ofEl Paso and other local
organizations have teamed up to host cultural
and historical community events throughout the
fall.
The UTEP Department of History will host a
series oflectures and exhibits that give historical
insight into the significant changes that occurred
in El Paso during the revolution. Battlegrounds of
Culture, the first part of El Paso: 7he Other Side
of the Mexican Revolution, is an exhibit that will
display various cultural and commercial artifacts
from the revolution at the El Paso Museum
of History. Further, members of the history
department will facilitate Museo Urbano 2010,
an outdoor walking tour of historical buildings
and sites in El Paso that are important to the
revolution.
"With our department's expertise on the

I

During the decade-long war, many civilians from Juarez
fled to El Paso to escape the violence, ·causing an economic,
cultural and social transformation within the city.

UTEP CONNECTION
Beginning before the revolution, Mexico
began exporting minerals, ore and raw materials
to the U.S. and continued during the fighting.
The practice soon would establish the Ciudad
Juarez-El·Paso interchange as the major trade
link on the border.
"Because we [El Paso and Juarez] are where
the railroads come from Mexico to the border
and into the interior of the United States, El Paso
was very important in that railroad transportation network that was developed," Leyva said.
As a result, the need to educate people to work
in the smelter and refineries in the area grew.
In 1913, the Texas legislature passed a bill that
established the State School of Mines and Metallurgy in El Paso as a means to produce mining
and engineering professionals in the region.
"This becomes, in many ways, the logical
place to have this kind of training," Leyva added.
The new school opened its doors in 1914 and
was housed in three buildings on the old Fort
Bliss post, located just across the Rio Grande
from Juarez. Samuel Brunk, Ph.D., professor of
history, noted that because Villa was in control
of the border city during this time, "there was no
warfare in Juarez" while the School cif Mines was
in its first years.
However, in 1916, the School of Mines sought

Mexican Revolution and in public history, and
the area's outstanding collections, we are in a
good position to create an important exhibition,"
Edison said.
To display artistic depictions of the war, the
Stanlee and Gerald Rubin Center for the Visual
Arts at UTEP is hosting 2010: (In)dependence
and (Re)volution, an exhibit featuring contemporary Mexican artists who incorporate the theme
of revolution in their work. On the official anniversary of the revolution, the center will present
Fernando Llanos: Revolutionary Imaginary, a
video art exhibit that uses contemporary images
of Mexico that are projected onto historical
buildings in El Paso.
Since Madero was the key figure in the revolution, the University Library's Special Collections
Department will host Francisco Madero and the
Beginning of the Mexican Revolution. This exhibit
will display photographs taken of Madero and
other important figures during the early years of
the war.
"A lot of people tend to think that the revolution was just part of Mexico's history," said Edison, who is serving as exhibits committee chair
for the city's Mexico 2010 events. "But really, it
was a central part of El Paso's history too."

WlO: (In)dependence and
Re)volution

Francisco Madero ;ina the Beginning
of the Mexican Revolution
'-

lug. 26 to Dec. 11
,tanlee and Gerald Rubin Center for the Visual
WsatUTEP
)pening Reception
-7:30pm Thursday, Aug. 26

The University ofJ'e as atEl Paso Library,
Special Collect'ons Departmelit
Nov. 1 to Dec.I 31
Third fLoor ga1lery, UTEP Library

bis exhibit presents the work of seven Mexico
:ity-based new media artists who challenge the
liscourse of progress that is being promoted by
.1exico for the 2010 celebrations. Artists will
mploy sound, video, computer programming,
obotics and kinetics in a wide range of sitepecific and installation pieces in and around the
lubin Center.

1or

more information, contact the Stanlee and
ierald Rubin Center for the Visual Arts at 91547-6151, rubincenter@utep.edu., rubincenter.
1tep.edu or www.facebook.com/rubincenter.

~~ Paso: The Other Side of the
1-fexican Revolution. Ba(tlegrounds
if Culture

kt. 1 to Jan. 10, 2011
be El Paso Museum of History
10 N. Santa Fe

be Department of History at The University of
'exas at El Paso presents the first part of a multienue exhibition exploring how El Paso shaped
he Mexican Revolution, experienced it, and was
hanged by it. As a strategic base for revolutionries and home to the largest Mexican popu\ttion
~ the United States at the time, El Paso became
major site of cultural production by journalists,
rriters, businessmen, photographers, filmmakers
nd musicians. This culture not only chronicled
he revolution, but was itself a battleground of
mages and ideas. Parts of the exhibit will remain
n display after Jan. 10 in the permanent gallery
pstairs. Free admission. For visitor informaion, contact the El Paso Museum of History at
15-351-3588.

/

This exhibit will feature photographs a d publications relating to Francisco Madero anq the
beginnings of the Mexican Revolution. Arrrong
the featured materials will be a photograph of
Francisco Madero by El Paso photographer Fre
Feldman, a publication of his 1909 book, La
Sucesi6n Presidencial en 1910, a facsimile of the
handwritten manuscript, and illustrated magazines from the time.
For more information contact the University
Library at 915-747-5672 or on the Web at
libraryweb.utep.edu.

Fernando Llanos:
Revolutionary Imaginary

Museo Urbano 2010
Starting Aug. 1
UTEP Welcome Room a 500 S. Oregon St.
El Paso's skyline in 1910, much of which still
survives, served as an arena for many revolutionary activities. A free outdoor mus~um circuit and
walking tour through the streets of Downtown
and the Segundo Barrio, Museo Urbano 2010 tells
the stories of numerous historic buildings that
played a role in the revolution, and the individuals associated with them. Visit the Welcome
Room at 500 S. Oregon St. for orientation, maps
and cell phone instructions. For more informa\ tion, contact the UTEP Department of History at
15-747-5508, or go to www.utep.edu/ history.

El Paso: The--Other Side of the Mexican Revolution. A-City Transformed
March 1, 2011 to June 30, 2011
The Centennial Museum, The University of Texas
at El Paso

The revolution had a profound impact on the
physical, social and political landscape of El Paso.
As yiolence flared along the border and the city's
population mor·e than doubled doe to the influx
of refugees fleeing civil war and famine in MexiMexican video artist Fernando Llanos will
co, neighborhoods and urban spaces underwent
resp<;md to the theme of the revolution by projectsignificant change. Authorities responded with
ing images of contemporary Mexican society
new ways of managing immigration and public
from a mobile video onto historic buildings and
sites of the Mexican Revolution in El Paso. Llanos · health, defining race and ethnicity, and conducting warfare. As part of El Paso: The Other Side of
will present a public performance on Nov. 20.
the Me;>ican Revolution, A City Transformed will
Documents of this performance and of Llano's
show how both longtime residents and newcomVideoman series will be on display in the Rubin
ers experienced this tumultuous decade. Free. For
Center Project Space through Feb. 12, 2011. For
information, contact the Centennial Museum at
more information, contact the Stanlee and Gerald
915-747-5565.
Rubin Center for the Visual Arts at 915-747-6151,
rubincenter@utep.edu, rubincenter.utep.edu or
For information about city events that deal with the
www.facebook.com/rubincenter.
~ Mexican Revolution centennial, visit
www.elpasotexas.gov/history/mexicanrevolution. ~
Nov. 20 to Feb. 12, 2011
Stanlee and Gerald Rubin Center for the
Visual Arts
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Okagbare Named
Conference USA
Women's Athlete
of the Year'

BY. J OE VELAR DE
BY CHRIS LECHUGA

The University of Texas at E-t'Paso's stellar track and field standout Blessing Okagbare finished her illustrious collegiate career by
claiming the title of Conference USA's Female Athlete of the Year.
Following in the steps of outstanding athletes produced by Head Coach
Bob Kitchens, Okagbare set a precedent as being the first woman in school
history to be recognized as conference athlete of the year.
"This is just a reflection of the kind of year she's had and the kind of
athlete she is," Kitchens said. "To be recognized by, not only your track
and field peers, but by athletics is a very significant honor."
Okagbare concluded her UTEP career with four national titles, 11 AllAmerican honors and 15 C-USA championships. Her most recent achievement was a win in the 100-meter sprint at the NCAA Outdoor Championships with a time of 10. 98.
Since planting her feet onto the starting blocks of UTEP's Kidd Field in
2008, Okagbare has been making her mark
as one of the most successful athletes in
UTEP history, by capturing 15 C-USA gold
medals, a conference record.
Two weeks prior to the outdoor
nationals, she earned her third consecutive C-USA long jump title with a
leap of 6.58 meters, more than 22
feet, placing her first at the Texas
Relays. It was the best jump in
the world at the time.
The 2008 Olympic bronze medalist hopes her collegiate success
is only a precursor of future
achievements. Her decision to
remain at UTEP after the 2008
Beijing Olympics has opened up
that possibility. ·
"My goal is to be one of the
longest (jumping) and fastest
women in the world," she said
in the spring 2010 edition of UTEP
Magazine.
Her performance has granted
her a spot on The Bowerman Watch
List and the NCAA Honda Collegiate
Women's Sports Award list, which
recognizes the top collegiate athlete
in track and field. ~
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During the summer,
Sun Bowl Stadium was filled with
practices, drills and
planning for the fall
football season at The University ofTexas at El Paso,
but Mike Price's team is not the only club that is looking to start the year on the right foot
In May, T. Andre Feagin joined the faculty of the Department of Music as assistant professor of music and associate
director of bands. He will take over the direction of the UTEP
Marching Miners, Pep Band and Symphonic Band. He comes
to campus as faculty and students seek to expand the music
department's role within the University.
"Their energy and excitement is contagious and it sets a
wonderful palette for the future." Feagin said. "(am very
much looking forward to all of that."
A graduate of the University of Memphis, Feagin brings
much instructional and musical arranging experience from
his years teaching in public schools in Tennessee, Texas and
California. He also has served in different roles with various drum and bugle corps-elite youth music and marching
ensembles that tour the country each summer, which he calls
"professional marching bands."
In his new position, Feagin looks to bring concepts from
the drum corps arena to the UTEP marching band program.
"What I will bring here is a heightened sense of detail,"
Feagin commented. "It's about bringing a sense of pride, professionalism, precision and power to what we do."
Having worked with the Carolina Crown and Phantom
Regiment drum corps and as the current brass caption head,
or primary instructor, for Santa Clara Vanguard, Feagin noted
that there is not much difference between a world-class drum
corps and a great college band because both g_roups consist of
"the same kids, just in different uniforms."
Those "kids" who make up the 200-plus members of the
"Sound of the Southwest" band are all UTEP students majoring in all fields of study. The Marching Miners perform at all
UTEP home football games as well as at University pep rallies,
parades and other campus activities, spreading Miner pride
wherever they perform.
Feagin especially is interested in increasing the band's
collaboration with the UTEP athletic clubs and student body
by acting as a "musical ambassador" for the University community. He pointed out that involvement from all areas of the
school is critical in the success of the band.
"I want the school to know that this band is here, and
that it's alive and it's growing," Feagin said. He intends to
help the ensemble become part of the college experience at
UTEP by being the largest hard-working and enthusiastic
. student organization on campus to support the teams.
"We'll be one of the most entertaining things that people
have seen and heard in a long time.". ~

PROFILES IN GIVING

I

THE ENDOWMENT PROVIDES HELP FOR SCHOLARSHIPS, AND IT ALSO SUPPORTS RESEARCH AND TRAVEL STIPENDS FOR STUDENTS. "
James Becvar, Ph.D.
Professor of Chemistry

"They [the students] do things they don't re9-lize they're capable of,"
James Becvar, Ph.D., a chemistry professor at The University of Texas at
El Paso, said. "Then they see what is possible, and it changes everything for them."
Becvar should know. At UTEP since 1978, he has seen students
exceed their own expectations through determination and hard work.
And for Becvar, a man who calls chemistry the "central science," the
result is gratifying.
''I'm very proud of them," he said. "And when I think of what they
accomplish, it brings tears to my eyes."
An innovator who believes the learning process can be as exciting
and eye-opening as detective work, Becvar introduced the Peer-Led
Team Learning approach to his general chemistry class in 2000. In the
Peer-Led Team Learning model, student leaders guide small groups of
classmates through course-related activities, engaging them with the
material and each other.
Adapting a program developed at the City College of New York in
1990, Becvar provided student peer leaders with more freedom and
flexibility to develop their own teaching and motivation strategies, an
approach so successful that it has improved passing rates in the class
from· about 53 percent to about 74 percent.
While Becvar conducts two classroom sessions a week, the peer leaders hold a weekly workshop to supplement the lectures, often tailoring
the lessons to fit the needs of each student. The workshops consist of
12 students each, as opposed to the average of about 150 students who
attend the lectures delivered by the prof.essor.
. Encouraged by the results, Becvar established an endowment at
UTEP in 2008 to help fund the hiring of peer leaders.
"The program allows the [peer l~aders] the opportunity to grow and
develop," Becvar said. "A'lld it creates a sense of community. I have .
benefitted enormously from their creativity. They take what I teach
in the classroom, and they adapt tha~ in. different ways for different

students. I call this kind of student-faCilitated learning 'freestyle' PeerLed Team Learning."
Becvar created another endowment this year to provide financial
assistance to doctoral students in the chemistry department- the William C. Herndon Ph.D. Student Excellence Endowment, named in honor
of his friend and fellow faculty member. Herndon, a professor emeritus
of chemistry, has been with UTEP almost 40 years.
"Bill Herndon has a tremendous brain," Becvar said. "He's a very intellectual researcher, and there were decades, decades, when he would
come in at 6 in the morning and not leave until 5 in the afternoon.''
The establishment of the endowment vividly illustrates how members of the UTEP family feel toward each other. But, in addition to honoring his colleague, Becvar is honoring the students whose discipline
energizes and inspires him.
"The endowment provides help for scholarships, and it also supports
research and travel stipends !'or students," he said. "I can't tell you
how important it is for students to go out and see what professi.onals in
their fields are doing."
By creating a mechanism to help students long after he has left
the classroom, Becvar has demonstrated his devotion to teaching, to
research and to the young people of this region.
./
"I know that at least one other professor has expressed interest in
adding funds to the Herndon endowment," Becvar said.
He encourages others, including alumni, to support it as well.
"I also hope that other endowments will be forthcoming," he said.
Becvar, whose own valuable research involves bioluminescent
organisms used to detect toxic substances in chemicals, has received
statewide honors for his teaching strategies, including an Outstanding
Teacher Award from the UT System Board of Regents in 2009.
Through his lectures and his endowments, he is leading students on
the path to similar success. ~
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Beatrice Denis Edwards (S.M.
'43) Whittier, Calif.; March 25,

2009.
Betty Jo "B-Jo" Hardy
Whyman (*)Bellaire, Texas; May

4, 2009.
Leticia Valdez (B.S.N. '91) Williamsburg, Va.; May 6, 2009.
Adelaide B. Teel (B.A. '34) Long
Beach, Calit.; Aug. I, 2009.
Magdalena C. Sjoquist (B.A
'65) Las Cruces, N.M.; Aug. 2,

2009.
Juana Serna (B.A. '51) El Paso;
Aug. 19, 2009.
Jesus M. Martinez (B.A. '79) El
Paso; Aug. 24, 2009.
Evelyn L Vernon (M.A. '53) El
Paso; Sept. 21, 2009.
Mollie Hightower-Barnum
(B.S.Ed. '63) El Paso; Sept. 22,

(*)Clint, Texas; Oct. 26, 2009.
William C. Friedman (B.A. '83)
Overland Park, Kan.; Oct. 27, 2009.
Felipe Moreno (B.S.M.I. '65) El
Paso; Oct. 28, 2009.
lackey Reace Lumpkin (M.Ed.
'68) Dallas, Ore.; Oct. 30, 2009.
Raymond M. "Ray" Jones Jr.
(B.A. '48) Baldwin City, Kan.; Oct.

31, 2009.
Jonelle Queen Carpenter
SJeeper (B.S.Ed. '65) Bryan,
Texas; Nov. 2, 2009.
Raymond Stuart Tanner (*)
Kennard, Texas; tiov. 2, 2009.
Elizabeth Escand6n-Gonzalez
(B.S. Ed. '81) El Paso; Nov. 3, 2009.
Philip Jack Kestner Jr.(*)
Plano, Texas; Nov. 3, 2009.
Lt. Col. Henry J. "Jack" Reed
(M SM.E. '76) Arlington, Va.; Nov.

2009.

5, 2009.

Rocio Ponce (B.A. '09) El Paso;
Oct. 3, 2009.
Doris Goetting (*) El Paso; Oct.

Brett John Burkart (*) El Paso;
Nov. 6, 2009.
John Ray "Jack" Harris (B.A.
'64; M.Ed. '72) El Paso; Nov. 7,

4, 2009.
James "Sam" Lambert (M.A.
'55) El Paso; Oct. 5, 2009.
Joan Q. Osborne (M.S. '96) San
Antonio; Oct. 6, 200 9~
Rafael F. "Ralph" "Rafa"
Calderon (*) El Paso; Oct. 7,

2009.
John Espinosa (B.A. '48) North
Hills, Calif.; Oct. 8, 2009.
• Sylvia Franco-Callaway
(B.S.Ed '79) El Paso; Oct. 10,
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Rodolfo .Borjon (*) El Paso; Nov.

26, 2009.
Anna Ruth Goodenough (M.A.
'56) El Paso; Nov. 26, 2009.
Hector Samaniego (B.A. '59)
Mesilla, N.M.; Nov. 30, 2009.
Concepcion I. "Irene" "Coco"
Moncada Gardy (B.A '81) Universal City, Texas; Dec. I, 2009.
Jose S. "Joe" Holguin Jr. (*) El
Paso; Dec. 4, 2009.
Maxine Molt Krupp (B.B.A.
'35; M.A. '53) Lenexa, Kan.; Dec.

4, 2009.
William Cyprian " Bill" Cross
(B.S.Mi. '50) Lakeland, Fla.; Dec.

8, 2009.
Woodrow W. "Woody" Leonard (B.S.Mi. '35) Austin, Texas;
De.c. 9, 2009.
Dr. Edward Soc hat (*) El Paso;
Dec. 9, 2009.
Sallie Ruth Robertson ( ~ . S . Ed .
'71) El Paso; Dec. 11, 2009.
Francisco "Frank" Durant
(B S.Ed. '91) El Paso; Dec. 12,

2009.

2009.

Chief Warrant Officer Donald
E. Penoli Sr. (B.B.A. '75) El
Paso; Nov. 7, 2009.
Morris 0. " Moe" Hill (B.S. '53)
Las Cruces, N.M.; Nov. 8, 2009.
Dr. Manuel Moreno (B.S. '71) El
Paso; Nov. 9, 2009.
Lilia Prado Navarrete (B.S.Ed.
'68; M.Ed. '89) El Paso; Nov. 9,

Brenda Ann Carlisle Ruffin
(8 S.Ed. '76) El Paso; Dec. 13,

2009.

Anne Marie Kelly Miller (*)
Henderson, Ky.; Nov. 10, 2009.
Arthur "Art" La Capri a Jr.
(B.B.A. '58) El Paso; Oct. 11, 2009. ' Veronica Resendez (B.I.S. '06)
Col. John Thomas Evans (M.Ed. El Paso; Nov. 10, 2009.
Martha Anne Hartline (B.S.Ed.
'71) Potomac, Md.; Oct. I I, 2009.
'72) Arlington, Wash.; Nov. 11,
Dennis J. Pugil (B.S.C.S. '85)
2009.
Victoria, Texas; Oct. 13, 2009.
Joseph T. Reydom a.k.a. Jose
Felix "Wero" Alonzo (*) North
"Adan" Reyes (B S.Ed. '81) El
Las Vegas; Oct. 14, 2009.
Mary J. "Jean" Calvert (B.A.
Paso; Nov. 11, 2009.
William R. "Ralph" McKinney
'44) McAllen, Texas; Oct. 14, 2009.
Richard Cortez (B.B.A. '64)
(*) Houston, Texas; Nov. 12, 2009.
Jesus Rolando Rios (B.S. '75) El
Plano, Texas; Oct. 15, 2009.
Paso; Nov. 12, 2009.
Jonathan P. Lancaster (B.A.
Bettye Jo Edmonson (B.A. '51)
'39) Austin, Texas; Oct. 15, 2009.
Slaton, Texas; Nov. 16, 2009.
Hiram E. "Eddie" Hudspeth
Enrique E. "Henry" Guerra
(*) El Paso; Oct. 22, 2009.
(BB.A. '75) El Paso; Nov. 16, 2009.
Lt. Col. Daniel J. "Dan"
McDonough Jr. (*) El Paso; Oct.
Newton B. "John" Phillips Jr.
(*) El Paso; Nov. 16, 2009.
23, 2009.
Debra Kay Pillow (B.I.S. '93) El
Betty Jane Matocha (B.A. '65)
Paso; Nov. 16, 2009.
Galveston, Texas; Oct. 25, 2009.
Christopher R. " Chris" BaraMyra I. Flores (B.B.A. '06) El
jas (B. B.A. '84) Fort Worth, Texas;
Paso; Oct. 26, 2009.
Nov. 22, 2009.
William Hailes "Bill" Healy
Jose C. Fuselier (B.A '54)
Sr. (B.B.A. '50) El Paso; Oct. 26,
Minden, Nev.; Nov. 23, 2009.
2009.
James Pattison Worsham Sr.

2009.

-
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Ira J. Stuart (BB.A. '50)
Friendswood, Texas; Dec. 14, 2009.
Bruce McCheane Barnard Ill
(*) Durango, Colo.; Dec. 15, 2009.
Mary E. Stokes (B.S.Ed. '70) El
Paso; Dec. 17, 2009.
Cecil Edward "Eddie" Brunk
Jr. (B.B.A. '57) Portland, Ore.; Dec.

18, 2009.
Florence Skene Grosheider
Brunner (*) El Paso; Dec. 22,

2009.
Malcolm Hardy Boswell
(B.S.C.E. '51) El Paso; Dec. 23,

-
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Judith Marie Enriquez (8.5.Ed
'92) El Paso; Jan. I, 2010.
Susan Glen Klahr (M A. '90) Ej
Paso; Jan. I, 2010.
Wayne L Miller (*) El Paso; Jan.
I, 2010.
Benjamin Teofilo Muller (*)
Houston ; Jan. 2, 2010.
Maj. Eugene Edward Froemel
(B.A. '60) El Paso; Jan. 3, 2010.
Carlos Norberto Hornedo
Kock (B.S.Met. '60) SanAntonio;
Jan. 3, 2010.
Elena Maria Beniquez-Colas
(*) El Paso; Jan. 4, 2010.
Stephen Edward Crain (*)
Concord, Calif.; Jan. 4, 2010.
Lourdes Romero Mosher
(B.S.N. '92) Wylie, Texas; Jan. 5,

2010.
Robert C. "Rob" Camp (*)
Converse, Texas; Jan. 6, 2010.
Marian Kimpell Wisland
Mitchell (B.A. '78; M.A.I.S. '82)
El Paso; Jan. 6, 2010.
Bertha Montes (B.A. '49; M.A.
'56) El Paso; Jan. 6, 2010.
Athel Eugene "Gene" Tibbs
(*) Lafayette, La. Jan. 6, 2010.
Kenneth E. Houston (*) El Paso;
Jan. 8, 2010.
Luis Carlos " Louie" Moreno
(B.B.A. '85) El Paso; Jan. 9, 2010.
Thomas Gay "Tom" Wendorf
(B.A. '51) Lubbock, Texas; Jan.

10, 2010.
Alva E. La Rue (M.Ed. '67) El
Paso; Jan. 11, 2010.
Reuben W. Harris (*) El Paso;
Jan. 12, 2010.
William B. "Bill" Harris (*)
Albuquerque, N.M.; Jan. 13, 2010.
Leroy Leslie " Roy" Brice
(B.B.A '77) Roswell, N.M.; Jan.

2009.

15, 2010.

Ange lita Holguin "Angie"
Silvas (B.F.A. '82) Anthony, Texas;
Dec. 23, 2009
Irene Sanchez Tijerina (B.I.S.
'97; M.Ed. '05) El Paso; Dec. 23,

Eleanor Rollins Roederer
(M.Ed. '86) El Paso; Jan. 15, 2010.
Francis A. Sohaskey (B.B.A.
'75) Plano, Texas; Jan. 16, 2010.
Martin Thomas " Marty" Gold
(B.S.E.E. '64) Garland, Texas; Jan.

2009.
Dennis Rothermich (B.S. '96)
Plano, Texas; Dec. 24, 2009.
Timothy M. "Tim" Skar (B.B.A.
'97) El Paso; Dec. 26, 2009.
Burgess Bennett Notley
(B S.Ed. '66) Keller, Texas; Dec.

27, 2009.
John Clark Toothman (B.B.A.
'72) El Paso; Dec. 29, 2009.
Charles J. Kace Jr. (B.A. '71)
Wilbraham, Mass.; Dec. 31, 2009.
Nicolas "Nick" Perez Jr.
(8 S.Mi. '39) El Paso; Dec. 31,

2009.

17,2010.
Russell W. Beasley (B.A. '71;
M.Ed. '74) El Paso; Jan. 18, 2010.
Quillen R. "Quill" Cottingim
(B.S. '43) El Paso; Jan. 18, 2010.
Thomas V. "Tom" Lozito (*)
New Braunfels, Texas; Jan. 18,

2010.
Donald Jerome " Don" Wooten
(B.S.Ed. '78; M.Ed. '86) El Paso;
Jan. 20, 2010.
Heriberto "Eddie" Maldonado
Jr. (B.A. '92; M.Ed. 'Oil El Paso;
Jan. 21, 2010.
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Molly Moore Berke (B.A. '63).
Nashvi[le, Tenn.; Jim. 22, 2010.
Tech. Sgt. Raul Mendoza (B.S.
'77) El Paso, Jan. 25, 2010.
"'William E. " Bill" Pasteur (B.S.
'58) EulesS; Texas; Jan. 26, 2010.
Dorothy S. Hilbert (B.A. '48) El
Paso; Jan. 27, 2010.
Guillermo Alcocer II (B.S.E.E.
'66; M.S.E. E. '72) El Paso; Jan.

30, 2010.
William M. Bilbo (B.S.Met. '59)
Folsom, Calif.; Feb. I, 2010.
Edwin L Harris (M.Ed. '70) El
Paso; Feb. 2, 2010.
Randy Goss (*) Bulverde, Texas;
Feb. 3, 2010.
Angie J. Cooper (B.A. '71; M.Ed.
'88) El Paso; Feb. 4, 2010.
James Wiley McRimmon (*) El
Paso; Feb. 6, 2010.
Mary Ann Moore. (B.A. '57) El
Paso; Feb. 6, 2010.
Jean Marie Larkin Boatright
(B.A. '64) El Paso; Feb. 7, 2010.
Doris Janette Walker Lea (*)
Houston; Feb. 7, 2010.
Maria Teresa "Terry" Lerma
(B.I.S. '95) El Paso; Feb. 7, 2010.
Kenneth Charles "Buddy"
England (B.B.A '72) El Paso; Feb.
11, 2010.
Albert Joseph Perez (B.S.M.E.
'90) El Paso; Feb. 8, 2010.
Martha Anne Babenco (M.Ed.
'70) El Paso; Feb. 10, 2010.
Katharine McKenna Terrell
(*) Kerrville, Texas; Feb. 11, 2010.
Constantine A. "Mike" Klamborowski (8 S.Ed. '73) El Paso;
Feb. 13, 2010.
Suzanne Denise Negrete
Salas (*) El Paso; Feb. 13, 2010.
Dan Viola (M.Ed. '78) Los Angeles, Calif.; Feb. 13, 2010.
Stephanie Marie Olivo (*) El
Paso; Feb. 15, 2010.
Kevin Jungers Gully (M.A. '77)
Salt Lake City; Feb 16, 2010.
Cpl. Teodoro "Ted" Barron
Andrew (B.S. '93) Socorro, Texas;
Feb. 17, 2010.
Lyle D. Scott Jr. (B.B.A. '50)
Horseshoe Bay, Texas; Feb. 18,

2010.
Sgt. 1st Class Wayne Allen
Blackburn (B.A. '08) El Paso;
Feb. 22, 2010.
Jessee H. Treadaway (M.Ed.
'73) Tucson, Ariz.; Feb. 22,2010.
Sylvester Stemsley (M.Ed. '79)
El Paso; Feb. 24, 2010.
Mark John Gagnon (B.A. '88) El
Paso; Feb. 25, 2010.

(*Jdenotes attendance at UTEP
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In Memoriam
Orville Edward "Eddie"
Egbert Jr., M.D.
Orville Edward "Eddie" Egbert Jr., M.D., lived
a life of service to his country, his community
and his alma mater, Texas College of Mines and
Metallurgy, now The University of Texas at El
Paso. He died March 30 at the age of 84.
The El Paso native and World War II Army
veteran graduated from the college in 1947
with a degree in biological sciences. He returned to El Paso after
earning his medical degree to join his father in private practice.
Egbert used his hard-earned reputation as a skilled and caring
physician to help improve the medical environment around his
hometown, whether it was serving on boards to build additional
medical facilities or setting up endowments and grants to build up
the faculty and curriculum at UTEP, especially in the areas of sciences and health sciences.
Through a deferred gift in 1996, Egbert and his wife, Barbara,
created the Edward and Barbara Egbert Chair in Biological Sciences
to support a faculty member who is an outstanding teacher and
researcher.
"(The University) was part of him. It was part of his home," Barbara Egbert said. "He wanted to see his University grow."
UTEP honored Eddie Egbert, who served on several University
boards and campaigns, with the 1997 Gold Nugget Award from the
College of Science and named him a 1998 Distinguished Alumnus.

Douglas E. Swartz
Douglas E. Swartz's values were molded by
the Depression, his resolve toughened by his
participation in World War II campaigns such
as the Normandy invasion.
The Connecticut native, who was stationed
at Fort Bliss, Texas, returned to El Paso, his
home, after his Army enlistment and became
a successful businessman as owner of B&D
Sales and Supplies Co. He continued to look for opportunities to give
back to his adopted community after his retirement in 1983.
In 1994, he established the Douglas E. and Burby M. Swartz
Endowed Student Enhancement Fund at The University of Texas at El
Paso, in part to honor his first wife who died in 1990. She had a lifelong interest in education and shared stories with him about bright
El Paso students who were financially unable to attend college.
The fund was set up to help "academically worthy" full-time students from El Paso County who need financial help for tuition, room,
board, books._ competition and travel fees.
Swartz passed away Dec. 9, 2009, at age 88.
"UTEP is truly grateful to Mr. Swartz for this farsighted gift,"
said Lucy Garcia, director of gift planning in the University Development Office. "He understood well the value of hard work and an
academic degree in today's society. He believed that students who
applied themselves ought to have a chance to-fulfill their scholastic
dreams."

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Henrietta "Penny" Lewis
The gift that keeps on giving is an adage
that describes Henrietta "Penny" Lewis and
her many contributions to The University of
Texas at El Paso.
The University's big-hearted patron died on
April 26. She was 93.
"I had the benefit of knowing an individual
who was such a generous and loyal friend,"
Patricia Nava, Ph.D., chair of UTEP's Department of Electrical Engineering, said about Lewis.
Lewis' ties to UTEP originated from her husband, Forrest. who
graduated from Texas Western College (now UTEP) in 1950 with a
degree in electrical engineering. He enjoyed a successful career in
construction and often thought of ways he could give back to his
alma mater.
After his death in 1989, Lewis fulfilled her husband's wishes and
founded the Forrest 0. Lewis Electrical Engineering Endowed Fund.
The endowment helps the department to conduct teaching and
research activities.
."Many students received funding for different endeavors, ranging· from research project purchases to senior project supplements,
monetary awards and student travel. aU through the Lewis endowed
fund," Nava said.
In 1992, Lewi$ established the Forrest 0. and Henrietta Lewis
Professorship of Electrical Engineering, which is designed to assist
new faculty members to begin their teaching careers at UTEP.
In 2007, she established the Henrietta Lewis Scholarship for
engineering students. To show its appreciation, the College of Enginee'ring named the Penny Lewis Conference Center in the Engineering buildit~g expansion in her ho~ or in 2009.
·

'·•

Tommie D. "Tom" Porter
Tommie D. "Tom" Porter, an active community volunteer and graduate of Texas
Western College (TWC) , now UTEP, passed
away April 27 at the age of 82.
Porter was born Aug. 21, 1928, in Loving,
Texas. Raised in El Paso, he graduated from
Austin High School in 1946.
He enrolled in the Texas College of Mines
and Metallurgy a few years before it changed its name to TWC. He
was a member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and the ROTC.
He was elected senior class president and earned a bachelor's degree
in business administration in 1951.
That same year he married Geraldine "Gerry" Laird, also a 1951
B.B.A. graduate.
Porter was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Army and
served three years before starting a successful business career in
the energy field that took his family from coast to coast. Despite
the distance, the family attended its share of UTEP homecoming
activities .
Upon retirement in the early 1980s, the Porters returned to El
Paso and became involved in volunteer activities, including some at
UTEP.
"We thought it was a good place to help," Gerry Porter said.
Porter, together with his wife, was a lifetime member of the
UTEP Alumni Association. The couple established in 2007 the Tom
and Gerry Laird Porter Endowed Scholarship in Finance.

